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tunity of exalting themselves, compelling them by his
royal power to submit to the yoke of their deserts.
I marvel to see you thus betrayed in your council
and even by her, who of all the world is nearest to
you, and that you should be so blind as to tolerate
such villany . . . Alas! think you that that cloke of
religion in which they wrap themselves is so well
lined that their hope of ruling France in your name
but at their own discretion, cannot be seen through
it ? And I pray God that that may content them,
for Princes held in subjection by their subjects are
rarely long lived." Let him only, she goes on to say,
pluck up heart and if he will accept her help they
will soon put his enemies to greater shame than ever
rebels felt. If he manfully took his own part, his
loyal subjects would come to his assistance; she ended
by praying God to help him and to raise his courage.
Brave words and at the time perhaps honestly meant,
for Elizabeth could not but feel that the victory of
the League and Spain in France, now, when Parma
was triumphant in the Low Countries, would be
the certain prelude to her own overthrow. But
Henry III. knew, none better, how little the acts and
words of the Queen of England were apt to cor-
respond ; how often the shortest performance would
follow her largest promises.

In any case, Elizabeth and Navarre were far away,
the Queen-Mother was at his ear and her creatures,
who formed the majority in the royal council, played
upon the fears of the King, exaggerating the strength
of the League, the dangerous discontent of the Pa-
risians, The rebels already held many of the most